


THE CONTENT
The subject of the funding is the research and deve-
�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �H�Q�H�U�J�\�� �H�I�À���F�L�H�Q�W�� �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �R�S��
timisation of processes and procedures. Feasibility 
studies, monitoring programs, pilot and demonstrati-
on projects are supposed to contribute substantially in 
the light of sustainability and climate change issues to 
improve the energy use of biomass.

TARGET GROUP
The funding program is addressed to research insti-
tutions and companies with headquarters and main 
operations in Germany. The involvement of small and 
medium enterprises in the funding program is desirab-
le, especially in pilot- and demonstration projects.
 
THE PROJECTS
In April 2009, the Phase I of the funding program 
started. A large number of research groups and in-
dividual projects has since been working actively on 
different subjects regarding biomass as a fuel for a 
�F�O�L�P�D�W�H���H�I�À���F�L�H�Q�W�� �S�R�Z�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �K�H�D�W�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H��
production of biofuels and for feeding biomethane into 
the European gas network. Special attention is paid 
to recycling projects, to the development of regionally 
integrated and optimised location concepts (biomass 
combustion) and the development and demonstration 
�R�I���E�L�R�P�D�V�V���J�D�V�L�À���F�D�W�L�R�Q���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V����

Questions of knowledge transfer, education and con-
sultation as well as the social acceptability of bio-
mass are also adressed in the program. First of all, 

the practical work of the Phase I projects includes 
the creation of a reliable data base, optimisation 
approaches, concepts and feasibility studies. On the 
basis of these results, particularly promising pilot- 
and demonstration projects shall be initiated and 
implemented in Phase II from mid-2010 on. Further-
more, the Phase II projects focus on the testing of 
promising approaches for optimisation.

SEVEN THEMATIC AREAS
Funding is provided for studies, pilots and demons-
tration projects in seven thematic areas (see chart 
below):

The research aspects of the thematic areas are 
being continually developed, taking the gained re-
sults into consideration.

THE FUNDING PROGRAM
The challenges of worldwide climate protection ef-
forts can only be realised with sustainable energy 
supply. Biomass is the most important and versa-
tile renewable energy source in Germany. For this 
reason, the German Federal Ministry for the Envi-
ronment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safe-
ty (BMU) has drawn up a program for „Promoting 
projects to optimise biomass energy use“ in the 
framework of the Germanys Climate Initiative. 

The program supports further development of the 
current discourse on the generation of power, heat 
and fuels from biomass, up to the preparation of 
a sustainable and supportable biomass strategy. 
Furthermore, the funding program will focus on the 
development and optimisation of climate-friendly 
�D�Q�G�� �H�Q�H�U�J�\�� �H�I�À���F�L�H�Q�W���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �X�W�L�O�L�V�D�W�L��
on of biomass for energy, taking into consideration 
their sustainability and climate protection aspects.
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